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UNCLAS JERUSALEM 0743 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, IS 

SUB J : ISRAELI ELECTIONS-FURTHER WEST BANK REACTIONS 

REF: JERUSALEM 723 

1 . FOLLOWING IS MAY 20 EDITORIAL IN JERUSALEM'S 
LEADING ARABIC NEWSPAPER AL QUDS: 

"THOSE WHO FOR ONE MOEMENT THROUGHT THAT THE 
RESULT OF THE ISRAELI ELECTIONS IS A HARMFUL 
FACTOR IN THE MARCH TOWARD PEACE, MUST HAVE 
VIEWED THE PICTURE FROM ONE ANGLE ONLY. 

"WE MADE IT CLEAR YESTERDAY IN OUR EDITORIAL 
(REFTEL) THAT THERE WAS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
THE MAACACH (LABOR ALIGNMENT) AND THE LIKUD 
PARTY. PEACE HAS BEEN PROBLEMATICAL AND EVEN 
THOSE SHO WERE OPTIMISTIC DID NOT PREDICT SUCCESS 
FOR THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. 

"TODAY, WE WOULD LIKE TO VIEW THE PICTURE 
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FROM ANOTHER ANGLE. WE HAVE ALWAYS COMPLAINED 
ABOUT THE DELAY WHICH HAS OVER-SHADOWED OUR 
CASE SINCE THE RAMADAN WAR AND ESPECIALLY AFTER 
KISSINGER'S SUCCESS IN REPLACING UN RESOLUTION 
383 BY DISAGREEMENT ON BOTH THE EGYPTIAN AND 
SYRIAN FRONTS. SINCE THEN, CALM PREVAILED ON 
ALL FRONTS AND DURING THAT TIME THE WATERGATE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


SCANDAL EXPLODED. THIS SCANDAL FROZE ALL 
WHITE HOUSE ACTIVITIES AND ENDED UP WITH 
NIXON'S RESIGNATION. 

"THEN THE ADMINISTRATION EMERGED WITH ITS NEW 
PRESIDENT WHO STARTED TO STUDY THE CASE. THEN 
THE ISRAELI ELECTIONS CAME AS A BLOW TO AMERICA'S 
EXPECTATIONS. AND THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT IT WAS 
INTENDED AS A BLOW. 

"THE EXISTENCE OF LIKUD IN POWER HAS ITS ADVANTAGES. 
FIRST, IT WILL BE AN END TO THIS POLITICAL 
PROCRASTINATION. LIKUD WILL NOT HEAR ANYTHING 
ABOUT WITHDRAWAL AND DISCUSSION ABOUT PEACE WITHOUT 
RETURN TO THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES. ONE OF THE 
ADVANTAGES OF THIS PARTY IS THAT IT CALL OPENLY 
FOR PEACE AND HOLDS ON TO IT. 

"THE SECOND RESULT IS AN IMPORTANT AS 
THE FIRST AND IT PROMPTS THE U.S. TO MAKE A 
FIRM AND URGENT CHOICE EITHER TO CONTINUE 
THE PEACE CMAPAIGN AND TAKE A FIRM STAND 
VIS-A-VS ISRAEL OR ELSE TO PURSUE ITS 
SUPPORT OF ISRAEL AND THEN THE US WILL APPEAR 
TO THE WHOE WORLD IN ITS REAL LIGHT. 

"WE ARABS HAVE MIXED FEELINGS. SOME OF US 
BELIEVE THAT THE US IS REALLY SINCERE IN ITS 
SEARCH FOR PEACE AND OTHERS DOUBT AMERICA S 
TRUE INTENTIONS. 

"ONE MORE WE WOULD LIKE TO CALL UPON THE ARABS 
TO REVIEW THEIR STAND AND DRAW UP A FINAL 
TIME TALBE FOR TALKS AND SEARCH FOR SOLUTION. 
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PRESIDENT SADAT HAS ALREADY MARCHED IN 
THIS DIRECTION AND HE HAS FIXED A PERIOD 
OF SIX MONTHS AT THE MOST WITHIN WHICH 
TO DEFINE MATTERS." 

NEWLIN 
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